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ABSTRACT

R.K. Narayan is a pure artist who doesn’t go inbmtemporaneity too deeply to create piece whichragee
period literature. He is a realist with a wide rangflis realism is not the realism of an exact rdpotion of external
realities. He does not handle events and feelimgisa way in which other writers handle them. Tgaper is a study of the
two novels of Narayan touch quite specifically dwe struggle for freedom. One is the first novelpheduced, before
independence, Swami and Friends, and the otheva he produced after independence: Waiting forNtadatma. The
first novel presents Swami as a boy who respondieatruggle boyishly, and contributes his miteét oy throwing his
khaddar Gandhi cap into the bonfire for foreigntlods. It presents the thoughtlessness of the bogisnaany other
participants and their failure to continue withithactivities in a more responsible way. Waiting foe Mahatma is a more
serious work. It presents the story of Sriram tbelescent who falls in love and through that depslomto a freedom
fighter. He passes through a Gandhian phase iniolent phase and finally gets back into the GaadHbld. Narayan
presents Sriram in a piquant interaction with atermian who says that he feels that he feels likehdian and therefore

doesn’t want to go back to England.
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